
From: Cllr Dany Louise
Sent: 23 July 2018 20:43
To: Cllr Peter Chowney
Subject: Antisemitism is alive and thriving in Hastings

Dear Peter,

I am so disappointed - and depressed, dispirited and angry - by your response to Cllr Lee’s question 
regarding the Labour Group attitude to antisemitism and its support, or otherwise, for the IHRA definition of 
antisemitism. 

If, as Leader of the Council, you genuinely don’t know or understand the IHRA definition, then at best you 
are complacent, and at worst, you are in denial of a very serious and current issue. Either way you are 
complicit. To admit publicly that you don't know the definition of antisemitism as accepted by the Crown 
Prosecution Service, the UK Government and 24 countries around the world is, to my mind, shameful. 

You can find the definition here: https://www.holocaustremembrance.com/working-definition-antisemitism

It's short. Please read it for your information and further knowledge. The Jewish Labour Movement provide 
free training. I would urge you to invite them to Hastings to run a session.

You pleaded ignorance, which is an apalling defence if true, and you also dismissed it as an issue "not 
relevant to Hastings". Surely you can’t really believe this?

It is an extremely current and massive issue in Hastings. As a Jewish person living in Hastings I have 
experienced antisemitism for as long as I have been involved with the Labour Party here. Hastings has a CLP
that is known and reviled nationally as a safe-haven for anti-Semites. Indeed there is a strong argument that
it actually promotes antisemitism via its obsession with Israel and its insistence that antisemitism in the 
Labour Party doesn’t exist. It shortlisted a known and vocal antisemite as a potential parliamentary 
candidate and only backtracked after protest to the National office who instructed that she be dropped. Even
then the CLP could not admit that its actions were wrong or publicly state why this person was dropped. My 
letters to the then Chair and Secretary of the CLP about this are still unanswered. Hastings also originated 
the antisemitic group JVL, whose members are active not only in the CLP but actually on the Council. 
Motions are regularly passed defending anti-Semites and their behaviour, despite the fact that they have 
been found guilty by the admittedly inadequate Labour Party Compliance unit.

Further, the Council has arranged the next Coastal Users Group meeting – of which I am a member - for the 
most important and holiest day of the Jewish calendar. When I pointed this out, and requested a change of 
date under Equalities and Diversity policy, it was refused. I have already written to you and Jane Hartnell 
about this.

Other Jews I know who live here also find it a very uncomfortable place and have their own tales to tell. I 
personally do not feel safe enough to have a mezuzah on the outside of my front door, as Jewish tradition 
for hundreds of years tells me I should. I put it on the inside instead.

So do not tell me that antisemitism, and ignorance of what it constitutes, is not relevant to Hastings. What 
you said is wilful shameful couldn’t care less denial. Sadly, it is entirely characteristic of this NEC and Jeremy 
Corbyn's Labour. And it is this attitude that is allowing antisemitism to flourish across the country. 

I’m aware that Cllr Lee asked this question as a blatant attack on one of Labour’s very weak areas. But how 
much better would it have been if you had had the courage to stand up and say that you stand 100% 
behind the IHRA definition, and make a robust commitment to awareness of antisemitism and a refusal to 
tolerate it in the Labour Group or Council; and that it is an issue you take seriously?

Why couldn’t you do this? I would have been proud of you. Instead I am wondering – yet again – whether I 
can stay in a party, and a Labour Group, that will not speak out about this issue, and indeed, seems to 
condone it.  What if the question had been about racism towards people of colour? Would you have been 
comfortable saying you know nothing about it and anyway it isn’t relevant to Hastings? And do you think 
that would have been an acceptable response? Do you think the people round the table would have 
accepted it as a reasonable response?

I brought antisemitism in the CLP to your attention the first time we formally met in the 1:1 meeting we had
after I had been selected. You gave a less than worthy response which I noted at the time. It is not just 
disappointing Peter, it lowers my opinion of you considerably. This is an issue that is destroying the moral 
authority of Labour and you have made yourself complicit in it. Can you not see that?



Your stance, and that of Jeremy Corbyn’s Labour Party makes me deeply uncomfortable, very nervous, and 
often ashamed to be associated with the party. It is highly likely to be my resigning issue. It really is about 
time that you took it seriously.

This is a formal letter Peter, and I look forward to your response. And I beg of you, please, not yet another 
evasion -

 

Dany 


